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Response to Amendment 

This office action is responsive to Applicant's amendment received on Sep. 19, 
2005. Claims 1, 8-10, and 17 are amended. Claims 18-20 are added. Claims 1-20 are 
pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sanada et al., (U.S. Publication No. 2001/0008010 and Sanada hereinafter). 

Regarding claims 1-2, 8, and 17, Sanada discloses a second storage, 
comprising: 

a plurality of nonvolatile data storing devices (i.e., disk drives), a controller of the 
nonvolatile data storing devices connected to each of the data storing devices (i.e., 
microprocessor 42)(Page 3, Par. 0039), said controller having a plurality of network 
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transportation ports connected to different networks (i.e., host computers 10, 20, 30), 
respectively, an access controller for processing I/O commands of different types 
requested for the transportation ports, and an access controlling table for storing access 
control setting information for each of said network transportation ports that defines one 
of unauthorized access for the I/O commands or authorized access for at least one of 
the types of the I/O commands between each of the plurality of network transportation 
ports and each of the plurality of nonvolatile data storing devices (Page 6, Par. 0099- 
01 17), wherein said access controller judges the unauthorized access or the authorized 
access of the I/O commands requested for each of the transportation ports based on 
the access control setting information (Page 1, Par. 0013). 

Regarding claims 3 and 19, Sanada discloses further including a plurality of 
logical disks comprised of at least one of said data storing devices, wherein said access 
control setting information defines said one of the unauthorized access for the I/O 
commands or authorized access for at least one of the types of the I/O commands 
between each of the plurality of transportation ports and each of the plurality of the 
logical disks (Page 1, Par. 0013). 

Regarding claims 4 and 20, Sanada discloses further including a management 
console connected to said controller for setting and changing the access control setting 
information in the access controlling table for each of the network transportation ports 
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Regarding claims 5-7, Sanada discloses wherein the access controller reports 
the I/O command judged as unauthorized to the management console (Page 1 , Par. 
0013). 

Regarding claims 11-16, Sanada discloses an access controlling method 
according to claim 8: wherein when a system of the I/O commands is the SCSI (Small 
Computer system interface) standards, a "CHECK CONDITION" status is transmitted as 
a report of abnormalities (Pages 4-6, Par. 0062-0098). 

Regarding claim 18, Sanada discloses wherein the different types of I/O 
commands include READ and WRITE and the access control setting infonnation 
includes READ only enable, WRITE only enable and recognition disabled for each of 
the network transportation ports (Page 6, Par. 0102-01 17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Sanada et al., (U.S. Publication No. 2001/0008010 and Sanada hereinafter), in view of 

Li et al., (U.S. Publication No. 2003/0093509 and Li hereinafter). 
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Regarding claim 9, Sanada does not expressly disclose when exceeding a 
predetermined threshold of unauthorized accesses, access from the plurality of 
transportation ports the data is not authorized. 

However, Li discloses wherein when a judgment frequency of the access non- 
authorization to specific data stored the nonvolatile data storing means exceeds a 
predetermined threshold, access from the plurality of transportation ports the data is not 
authorized (Pages 2-3, Par. 0027-0030). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the storage assignment method of Sanada 
by including wherein when a judgment frequency of the access non-authorization to 
specific data stored the nonvolatile data storing means exceeds a predetermined 
threshold, access from the plurality of transportation ports the data is not authorized as 
disclosed by Li. This modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated by the suggestion of Li to facilitate access by 
multiple hosts to multiple storage devices in a manner consistent with network 
administrators' wishes and without risk of unwanted access conflicts (Li, Page 1 , Par. 
0009). 

Regarding claim 10, Sanada does not expressly disclose wherein an 
administrator of the second storage is notified. 



Application/Control Number: 10/084,910 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2131 

However, Li discloses wherein when a judgment frequency of the access non- 
authorization to specific data stored in nonvolatile data storing means exceeds a 
predetermined threshold, an administrator of the second storage is notified that the 
judgment frequency of the access non-authorization exceeds a predetermined threshold 
(Pages 2-3, Par. 0027-0030). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the storage assignment method of Sanada 
by including wherein an administrator of the second storage is notified that the 
judgment frequency of the access non-authorization exceeds a predetermined 
threshold as disclosed by Li. This modification would have been obvious because one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated by the suggestion of Li to 
facilitate access by multiple hosts to multiple storage devices in a manner consistent 
with network administrators' wishes and without risk of unwanted access conflicts (Li, 
Page 1 , Par. 0009). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3796. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ r\ 



Arezoo Sherkat 
Patent Examiner 
Group 2131 
Dec. 6, 2005 





